
Her mother and sister couldn’t be more exited and have 
offered to help her with her 500 “sweat equity” volunteer 
hours she will need to complete before she can purchase 
her Habitat CFC home. “I have wanted to have family 
over for gatherings, but it’s not possible in the apartment. 
Once I get my house we will all celebrate there together! 
I think about it every day and can’t wait for it to become 
a reality,” Lissette said.

Romeo and Romel, Lissette points out, couldn’t be more 
different. “My boys each have their own interests and 
for them to finally have their own rooms will give them 
the space to spend time doing the personal things they 
are interested in as well as study quietly. And as a fam-
ily we can all come together in the living room.” Lissette 
stopped to think for a moment and added, “My excite-
ment must have rubbed off on them because every day 
they ask me when we are going to move in!”

I have always dreamed 
of a real home, not just 
an apartment for my 
family.

Whenever Lissette Del Moral passed her friend’s 
mother’s Habitat house in Bridgeport, she always re-
marked, “That house is really beautiful. I would love to 
own a Habitat house someday.” But the reality was Lis-
sette, a single parent, did not have the credit or salary 
to be accepted into the program. “I decided I would do 
whatever it took to get that house. I took on a second job 
to make it happen!”

Originally from Puerto Rico, she came to the United 
States with her parents when she was a baby. “My parents 
moved us to Bridgeport, CT, and so Bridgeport has been 
and will always be my home. But I have always dreamed 
of a real home, not just an apartment for my family,” said 
Lissette.

At the time Lissette took on her second job, she had two 
young children, Romeo (now 10) and Romel (now 7). 
“The apartment was too small for the children when they 
were really young. Their toys were all over the place and 
it was tight. Now that the boys are a little older, it is even 
tighter. I also worry about them having a place to play. 
They can’t run around outside because there is a liquor 
store across the street that gets a lot of traffic,” she said. 

Lissette said, “Once I had my steady employment and 
some security, I applied to Habitat and was accepted!” 
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